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The Status of Girls in Minnesota
By Monica
April 29th, 2008
 

Yesterday at the state capitol the Women’s Foundation of Minnesota and the Institute for Women’s 
Policy Research released research on the status of girls in Minnesota. The results? A lot is good, but 
a lot needs to change. “The research shows that despite the fact that girls work hard inside and 
outside of the home, get good grades and hold high aspirations for their futures, they are 
confronted with the challenges of poverty, racism, sexism, physical and sexual abuse, and low self 
esteem,” said Lee Roper-Batker, president and CEO of the Women’s Foundation of Minnesota. 
Here’s some of what the study found: 
 
The Good 
Girls of all races have higher aspirations than boys and are more likely than their male counterparts 
to want to attend college/graduate school. Girls are also more likely to spend a substantial amount 
of time studying (six or more hours per week) than boys.  
 
The Bad 
ACT data for Minnesota shows that girls in the state are substantially less college-ready than boys, 
with only 28 percent of girls compared with 36 percent of boys meeting the college readiness 
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